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Children in N
eed 2011
This year all the children and teachers came to Milkshake in their pyjamas to show their support for those less fortunate than themselves. As many of  you know the children had been busy baking and decorating lots of yummy cakes and sweet treats to sell for children in need.
All the children and teachers would like to say a very big thank you to all those parents who bought our cakes and made donations. This year we raised £170!! We would also like to say an extra big thank you to Sonya who donated a £1 for every child and teacher who came to Milkshake in the pyjamas, which raised an extra £60. This year Milkshake Montessori is very proud to announce the final amount raised and donated for Children in Need 2011 was £230.
)	Autumn 2011
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Signing with Children
 
by Geraldine Hill.
Signs for SuccessTM is concurrent with the principals of the
 
Montessori philosophy of education. It reaffirms a child's innate desire to learn and notes that a child's learning capacity is enhanced when provided with a prepared environment under the guidance of a trained early year’s practitioner. Indeed, Signs for SuccessTM emphasises how a child's development can be transformed through the simultaneous use of signed and spoken language. This benefits hearing, hearing-impaired and non-hearing children. It offers a combination of theory and practical activities which are differentiated for babies and young children and diverse schemas of learning. The programme is varied and stimulating through the use of puppets, signing books, posters, supporting DVDs and ideas for supplementary activities. Central to the benefits of the programme is the social and emotional, language and cognitive development of the child.
Social and Emotional Development
                                       Infants are born with an instinctive desire to be acknowledged and feel safe and secure (Erickson, 1950). A child's emotional development reflects their feelings in response to changes in their close environment and their needs being met. Signs for SuccessTM allows infants, young children and their parents/carers/early years practitioners to communicate and respond to these issues from an early age. Notably, a baby's motor skills develop before speech. From approximately seven months a baby is able to make gestures through hand signals (e.g. for 'drink') whereas the spoken word occurs much later at approximately eighteen months. Signing gives a window into the infant's mind and personality as they can communicate outside of the here and now. As a result, the simultaneous use of spoken and sign language can strengthen the bond and sense of trust between the child and its carers.
 
Notably, Bowlby (1969) emphasised the importance of attachment theory
 
and its integral role for a child's emotional development. Spoken and sign language activities can be done with the child's primary attachment (mother) or secondary attachment (carer/practitioner). Signing promotes positive interaction strategies such as following the child's focus of interest, making eye contact, speaking slowly and using simple key words. As a result, the child's feelings of belonging, being close, acknowledged and accepted are strengthened as it receives audible and visual interaction and praise. Signing can be learnt quickly and thus is very empowering for the child - especially for children with English as foreign/additional language (EFL/EAL) and children with special educational needs (SEN). Concurrently, a child's social development is also supported by the programme. Signs for SuccessTM offers a range of stimulating activities (songs/rhymes/ stories/imaginative role-play) that promote one-to one and small group activities with the scope of them being child initiated/led. Notably, Vygotsky and Cole (1978) emphasised that how a child learns to live with others is a process of socialisation. Social exchanges through spoken and sign language can be beneficial for a child in learning the rules of social behaviour through turn-taking in play activities. A minimum of two individuals interact by looking, listening and responding. This can help lower levels of frustration of being misunderstood and can also be used for positive behaviour management techniques. An adult can 'turn-off' their voice and through concise sign language a child clearly understands what is being communicated
Language Development                                                         
Closely linked to a child's emotional and social development is the child's need to communicate (Chomsky, 1972). However, there are various forms of communication of which only 20% is verbal. Indeed, 'language' is composed of sounds, grammar, semantics, pragmatics, written code and visual signs.
 
From an early age children seek to find their own 'voice'. Notably, babies innately communicate by rooting with their mouths, making eye contact, facial expressions, hand gestures and pre-speech vocalisations (Skinner, 1953). Signs for SuccessTM supports these natural forms of communication. By using universal signs (British Sign Language) alongside verbal language, meaning and value is given to invisible spoken words. A child will try to simultaneously imitate spoken and sign language. As a result language acquisition, embedded with understanding, may occur at a faster rate (Acredolo and Goodwyn, 2002). Indeed, Piaget (1959) and Vygotsky (1978) note the importance of adults scaffolding language acquirement. Children exposed to sign language not only have earlier speech development but additionally broader vocabularies and use of grammar. They are often more confident in questioning and problem-solving. Similarly, Signs for SuccessTM introduces early phonics through finger-spelt letters and words. This picturesque language aids the child's comprehension of the association between sounds and
 
letters. The range of activities also helps promote literacy development through the range of written text materials (books, posters etc). These simple and levelling activities can be invaluable for children and parents/ carers with EAL/EFL as they are learning together. It can also aid children with SEN and be useful in the early detection of possible language
 
delays/disorders.
Cognitive Development                                                                 
A child's cognitive development is the acquisition of conceptual knowledge and understanding. It is a product of reasoning and making sense of the world - inclusive of memory, logic, problem-solving and intelligence (Shayer and Adey, 2002). Signs for SuccessTM emphasises that as a child concurrently uses spoken and sign language this can have a positive impact on brain development. As the child looks, listens and responds, new neuron connections in the brain are made and reinforced. The brain is intellectually stimulated through a range of sensory stimuli offered by the programme's varied activities. This aids cognitive acceleration and many children can understand and sign a word before they can say it. Similarly, Signs for SuccessTM supports a variety of schemas of learning. Indeed, Gardner (1983) highlights 'multiple intelligences': kinaesthetic; visual and auditory. The programme is inclusive of these forms of learning. Clues are given from all directions, as the child hears the spoken word, sees the visual sign and responds through physical signs (fine motor skills) and the spoken word. This is of particular benefit for children with EAL/EFL and SEN as it aids focus and concentration and gives meaning to communication. In addition, Vygotsky (1978) noted that at this stage of learning a child's 'zone of proximal development' can be extended. Through high-quality adult interactions development can be broadened beyond that which could be achieved alone. Signs for SuccessTM offers activities where children can engage in sustained shared thinking through in-depth one-to-one or small group discussions with their peers and adults to further their understanding. As a result, children often become more confident, self-assured and often have higher IQs.
Summary                                                                                    
An evaluation of the Sign for SuccessTM programme has confirmed its benefits to early childhood development. Children at Milkshake Montessori are more self-confident, self-disciplined and energised in their learning. Furthermore, the programme works in harmony with the Montessori ethos of education. Children are enjoying learning through their senses and having the freedom to develop as spontaneous and creative individuals. The programme allows the individual child to guide their own development and enjoy both the process and result of learning. The programme addresses the holistic development of the child, inclusive of their social and emotional, language and cognitive development. It is an inclusive programme which encompasses all schemas of learning and children with EAL/EFL and SEN. Signs for SuccessTM strengthens the triadic partnership between the individual child, parent/carer and early years setting. It provides a firm foundation for future learning and development.
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Lost Property:
Please ensure you label all your children’s clothing clearly. The Nursery cannot be held responsible for any items of clothing which have been lost. A lost property box is located by the entrance to the setting, near the pushchair storage. Please have a look through it for any items of clothing which may belong to your child. Please ensure that your child’s clothing is clearly labelled with their name on, this is especially important for smaller items such gloves and hats.
) (
Team 
Milkshake
A warm welcome to Amy Grainger who is our new apprentice at Milkshake Montessori. Amy will be working in the Mango room whilst completing her NVQ 2 in childcare. Avneet Sandu- Bajwa will be taking on the role of Special Educational Needs Support as well as Montessori mentor to the Mango room.
We say a sad good-bye to Ellie Hariri who has left Milkshake after 4 years to retire in sunny Spain. 
From February 2012, Anna Cheriyan will be starting at Milkshake Montessori to provide extra support to the staffing team. Anna is Montessori qualified and we look forward to having her start with us. Kiran Gori will also be starting at Milkshake next February and is also a qualified Montessori Directress.
Megan McClellan will be leaving Milkshake at the end of January 2012 to go on maternity leave.
 
Sonya Kanchan-Lal will be taking over as Manager whilst Megan is away. This will be a new role to Sonya but I am confident that all parents and teachers will support her in this challenging role.
 Shaista Rajpoort will also be moving from the preschool to the office to help support the nursery with it’s administrate tasks.
)
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Fees and Term Time
As of January 2012 there will be a small increase in the fees charged at Milkshake Montessori. An email has been sent out to all parents which included a copy of the updated fee’s as well as our new terms and conditions. If you would like another copy emailed to yourself or require a hardcopy please speak to Megan, who will be more than willing to help.
As of August 2012 Milkshake will be closed for 2 weeks in the Summer and closed for 2 weeks over the Christmas period. Sonya has responded to all parents who have queried the closure and 50% fee charge individually. However there will be an opportunity for parents to discuss this directly with Sonya at the Coffee morning in the Spring term.
Nursery Closures
Full Year Placements
Christmas Closure 
                                                          Nursery Closes: Friday 23
rd
 of December 2011 
 
Nursery Opens: Tuesday 3rd of January 2012          
Summer Closure
                                                                      Nursery Closes: Friday 3
rd
 of August 2012            Nursery Opens: Monday 20
th
 of August 2012
Term Time Placements
AUTUMN TERM
                                                                      Term starts: Monday 29
th
 of August 2011                  Term ends: Friday 16
th
 of December 2011       
SPRING TERM 
                                                             Term starts: of Tuesday 3
rd
 of January 201Term ends: of 30
th
 of March 2012                                                   
SUMMER TERM 
                                                            
 
Term starts: Monday 16
th
 of April 2012                       Term ends: of Friday the 27
th
 of July 2012
)
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Following many requests from parents we are pleased to announce that in the Spring Term 2012, Milkshake will host a coffee morning for all mums. Details will be confirmed in the Spring Term.
Thank you to all the Dad’s who attended our Dad’s Day this term. It was a big success with parents showing great support. This was the first time that Milkshake has held a Dad’s Day and it is something we plan to host more regularly 
as requested by the parents.
)












 (
Welcomes and Good-byes.
All staff at Milkshake would like to say good-bye to our children leaving us this summer. We trust that they have enjoyed their time at Milkshake Montessori and will be leaving with lots 
of good experiences. This Autumn
 we say good-bye too:
Sofia Tsiakis and Amber Smith
As some children move onto new things and will be missed, it always nice to welcome new children to Milkshake. So all teachers and children would like to say “hello and welcome” too:
Riya Kondal, Cassia McCarthy, Thomas Smith, Avaani Juttla, William Ansell, Vincent Castagne, Devan Mistry, Aodhan Dowling, Jasper Lee, Aydin Walia, Rohini Joshi, Aaryan Bahri, Paria Tasharrofi, Lucy Keir and Scarlett Burbridge.
Parking
We have been requested by our neighbours to remind all parents to please ensure that they only park in designated parking areas. Please do not park in front of any neighbouring gates or entrance ways, this includes the drive to the ally way behind Milkshake which is in constant use by the residents.
Parking tickets have also been issued to a few parents recently for illegally stopping on double yellow lines or not parking within the allocated parking bays.
A friendly reminder that Milkshake is located within the Twickenham Event Zone R. This means that on certain days when an event is being held at Twickenham Stadium the parking zone comes into effect. All parents should check on the Richmond Borough Council website to see when these event days come into effect.
http://www.richmond.gov.uk/twickenham_rugby_and_event_days
) (
Other News….
Thank you to all parents/carers and the children of Milkshake Montessori for all your support this past year. Milkshake has grown from strength to strength and this is has only been possible with all your support.
All the teachers at Milkshake Montessori would like to wish everyone a wonderful Christmas and a prosperous New Year. We look forward to 2012 and all the wonderful things it holds for Milkshake Montessori.
Mango Room
As a result of many request from both current and prospective parents the Mango room will have a new decreased age limit. As of February 2012, the age limit will be lowered from 12 months to 9 months old.
Christmas Panto and Fair
Don’t forget that Milkshake will be holding its annual Christmas Fair on Saturday the 10
th
 of December 2011. This year we will also be hosting a panto for all to enjoy.
Doors open at 9.30am and tickets will be on sale at the door for £2.50 per person.
)



























Milkshake Montessori School Newsletter                                                                                                               Page 1
image3.jpeg
Coffeeﬂomiy




image4.gif




image1.png
. Milkshake

Montessori Nursery




image2.jpeg
7 o




